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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Original) A method to provide an operator selection service for subscribers of a 
communications network, wherein the subscribers terminals are connected to one local exchange 
of a first operator, wherein said local exchange detects, whether call handling of an incoming call 
request is to be performed within network devices of said first operator or to be passed to a 
second operator, wherein if a call is to be passed to the second operator, 

the local exchange identifies the calling address and the called address and sends 
a call information comprising said addresses to a call server of the second operator, 

the call server sends back a connection request to establish a call connection 
between selected terminals over a determined fixed connection connecting an outgoing 
trunk and an incoming trunk of said local exchange and 

the local exchange establishes the requested call connection over said determined 
connection. 

2. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the call server checks the 
received call information, whether a service for the calling subscriber or the called subscriber has 
to be executed and generates a corresponding connection request. 

3. (Original) A method according to claim 2, wherein said service consists in 
translating the called address according to predefined information, stored in the call server or 
accessible by said call server, into a physical address of the called terminal and generating a 
connection request replacing the called address indicated in the call information by said physical 
address. 

4. (Original) A method according to claim 3, wherein said service represents a 
service for the calling subscriber wherein the called address represents a virtual private network 
address of said calling subscriber and the call server retrieves an associated physical address for 
the replacement. 
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5. (Original) A method according to claim 3, wherein said service represents a 
service for the called subscriber wherein the called address is translated into a selected physical 
address of the called subscribers terminal depending on the actual date or time. 

6. (Original) A method according to claim 3, wherein said service represents a 
service for the called subscriber, wherein the called address is replaced by a selected physical 
address of a further terminal, if the said called terminal is busy or disconnected. 

7. (Original) A method according to claim 2, wherein the call server carries out a 
charging for the corresponding effected call. 

8. (Original) A method according to claim 2, wherein the call server provides an 
internet interface, whereon a subscriber can send data to define and change specific subscriber 
information. 

9. (Amended) A communications network for a provision of an operator selection 
service for subscribers of a communications network, comprising a local exchange having 
connections to subscriber terminals and a signalling network for transmitting signalling 
information between communications network devices, wherein a predefined number of pairs of 
ports of said local exchange are each interconnected by a connection loop and a call server is 
connected to said signalling network, wherein said local is adapted to detect whether call 
handling of an incoming call request is to be performed within network devices of a first operator 
or to be passed to a second operator, and wherein said local exchange is further adapted to send a 
call information message comprising the addresses or identities of both the calling subscriber and 
called subscriber to said call server, wherein said call server is adapted to receive said call 
information message and to send a connection request for advising an establishment of a 
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connection over a defined communication channel of an assigned connection loop between 
terminals determined in said connection request message to said local exchange. 

10. (Original) A call server for a provision of an operator selection for subscribers of 
a communications network, with an interface to a signalling network of said communications 
network, wherein said call server is adapted to receive on said interface a call information 
message comprising the addresses or identities of both the calling and called subscriber and to 
send a connection request message on said interface for advising a local exchange to establish a 
connection between terminals over a defined communication channel of an assigned connection 
loop determined in said connection request message. 
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